
Avebury Parish Council

Minutes of an ordinary meeting of  Avebury Parish Council held on Tuesday 1 November
2022 at the Social Centre, Avebury SN8 1RF.

In these minutes APC stands for Avebury Parish Council, AONB for Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, ASSC for Avebury Sports and Social Club, ASSF for Avebury Sacred Sites
Forum, AWHS for Avebury World Heritage Site, CES for Community Exhibition Space, FB
for Facebook, LHFIG for Local  Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group, MAB for
Marlborough Area Board,  NT for  the National  Trust,  PC for Parish Council,  PCSO for
Police  Community  Support  Officer,  RoW for  Rights  of  Way,  SID  for  Speed  Indicator
Device, SWAST for South Western Ambulance Service Foundation Trust, UKN for Upper
Kennet News, WALC for Wiltshire Association of Local Councils, WC for Wiltshire Council,
WHS for World Heritage Site.

Present: Mr Stephen Stacey (Chair),  Dr Mike Bedford (Vice Chair),  Mrs Maggie Lewis
(Vice Chair), Mr Ben Butler, Mrs Lynzey Paradise and Mrs Donna Byatt.

Time started: 19:30

1. Public question time: there was one member of the public present. 

2. Apologies: Councillors Mike Daniel, Zandria Service, and Robert Parker; and Liz
Moore (clerk). Apologies also received from Jane Davies (Wiltshire Councillor).  

3. Declarations of interest: there were none.

4. Minutes of  meeting held  on 4 October 2022: it  was resolved  to  accept  the
minutes as a proper record of the meeting subject to the correction of ‘Katrina’ to
‘Caterina’ at the end of item 7 and the addition of ‘d’ to Dr Bedford’s name listed on
page 1 amongst those present. Proposed by Cllr Paradise, seconded by Cllr Lewis
and agreed unanimously.

5. Matters arising from the minutes: there were two not on the evening’s agenda.
(1) Cllr Lewis explained that the footpath on the western edge of the churchyard
appeared to be a Highways responsibility, being AVE32. The need for re-surfacing
had been brought to the attention of the Rector, who had said that she would refer it
to  the  PCC.  Cllr  Lewis  said  that  she  would  follow  up  with  Lizzie  Daley  (PCC
Treasurer) and it was agreed to review the response at the next meeting. (2) Cllr
Lewis reported on her recent research into noticeboards and their pricing (Green
Barnes recycled plastic board £696.83+VAT for a 4 x A4 noticeboard; Shelley signs
alternative is aluminium or wood). Different sizes of boards considered as 4 x A4 is
enough for the parish but they are used by others. After discussion, it was agreed
that she would make a proposal for new noticeboards for West Kennett and Trusloe
and advise members by email with a view to a decision being taken not later than at
the December meeting.   The Chair reported that there had been two resignations
during the course of the day.  Mike Daniel wishes to stand down with immediate
effect  due to increasing commitments at  work.  His  strong contributions on road
safety and the SID project  were gratefully acknowledged. He has kindly offered
help with ‘left over’ aspects of the SID project. Liz Moore has given notice and will
leave at the end of January as after more than a decade with us she would like to
pursue other activities. We have greatly appreciated her support and guidance. Our
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next meeting will be her last. Adverts will be posted but all were encouraged to seek
a potential successor, who should be appointed as soon as practicable. 

6. National Trust update: it  was noted that the NT update had been circulated to
members by email (see appendix 1).  The Chair advised that Cllr Davies had also
provided an update, also circulated to members and forming appendix 2.

7. Planning  applications:  (1)  To  receive  the  minutes  of  the  Planning  Committee
meeting held on 18 October 2022. The minutes had been circulated and WC had
been notified of APC’s objection with 7 points of detail. Proposed by Cllr Paradise,
seconded by Cllr Butler (see appendix 3). (2) Application for consent under Tree
Preservation Orders. Proposal: Copper Beech (T1) - reduce by 30% (3/4m) along
with adjacent common beech trees (no TPO) as they form a group. Selectively
reduce remove limbs to give 3m clearance from property. At: Green Bank, Green
Street,  Avebury SN8 1RE.  Ref:  PL/2022/08012 8.  It  was agreed to  support  the
application. 

8. Transport Group Committee: report by Cllr Bedford on meeting held 25 
October 2022: Cllr Bedford explained that the group had identified a list of 5 top 
priorities: closing the avenue to facilitate A4 works in West Kennett, collecting police
statistics on accidents, applying for a 50 mph limit at West Kennett and a 20mph 
limit in Trusloe, and the purchase of second SID. After discussion, it was agreed 
that these priorities were not listed in a descending order of importance but that 
work on each would progress in parallel until such time as there was a clear 
probable winner or winners, on which effort would then be focused. Minutes 
attached as appendix 3. Proposed Cllr Bedford, seconded Cllr Stacey.

9. Project updates:
(i) Defibrillator scheme:  Beckhampton - although it is a central location,

the proposed courtyard site has no electricity supply. Two alternatives
were discussed: the roadside barn in Galteemore Farm and Matt Peck’s
property.  Cllrs  Lewis  and  Bedford  would  continue  their  investigations
and report back.

(ii) Speed Indicator Device:  Noting the strong recommendation from the
Transport  Group that a second SID be purchased without  delay, the
Chair said that the funding possibilities appeared to be an application to
MAB for funding (£760) to support NT’s  generous pledge for £2,000
with £1,000 coming from APC. MAB will not decide until January but we
could cover a purchase from existing funds from our funds. Mike Daniel
had  provided  three  estimates  from  competing  firms  and,  whilst  the
Westcotec  offer  was  not  the  cheapest,  it  did  offer  the  richest  data
capture and, being the same model as SID #1, would make it simpler
for data downloading, battery recharging, and spares. It was agreed to
proceed on these lines. Proposed Cllr Byatt, seconded Cllr Paradise. 

(iii) Chapel  project/exhibition  space: the  Chair  spoke  briefly  to  the
update, which had been circulated (see appendix 4). 

a. to resolve that the Clerk, the Chair and Cllr Lewis (Vice-
Chair) sign the final draft of the business lease for the 
Chapel (commencement date 1 October 2022). Proposed 
Cllr Butler, seconded Cllr Lewis.
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b. to resolve to apply for revenue funding from the MAB to 
help towards the running costs of the Chapel. The Chair 
suggested that we prioritise the SID as the Chapel seems 
unlikely to need a further injection of funds before mid-
2023. Proposed Cllr Lewis, seconded Cllr Paradise.

(iv) Play Area: 
a. to receive and review the RoSPA inspection report by Play Safety 

Ltd. The basketball pole is corroded at its base and is listed as 
yellow in order of concern (green, yellow, red – latter is immediate 
action required). Leave it for time being but keep under regular 
review.

b. update from Cllr Paradise on individual play equipment pricing. Cllr 
Paradise reported that one proposal of £13,200 was for a climbing 
stack alone. It is more expensive to do the play area in stages as 
£1,500 is required to get the company on site. The total fit-out 
would cost £30,000. More quotes to come in and will be circulated 
once received. MAB could be approached but we are looking for 
£15,000 additional funding. It could be possible to get £10,000 from
MAB and take a loan out for the rest, which would be paid off in 2 
years.

10.Reports by PC Representatives: ASSF, LHFIG, WHS Steering Committee: it 
was noted that ASSF was meeting next week (Cllr Lewis would attend), LHFIG (Cllr
Parker to report on September’s meeting at our meeting in December), and WHS 
Steering Committee (report circulated and appended as appendix 5). The Chair 
said that, although the goal of the majority is to move to a more community-based 
model, it looks as though the status quo will continue for the foreseeable future.

11.  ASSC: The nets are being refurbished at an estimated cost of £48,000 for which 
contributions are being sought. This will be considered next month when charitable 
donations are decided.

12.Local Issues: it was noted that AVE14 was very significantly damaged by 4 x 4s 
last weekend. It was suggested that Cllr Butler provides photographs so that Cllr 
Parker could bring it up at LHFIG. The Chair advised that he would be meeting Sue 
Hodge about 1 Chapel Corner Cottage tomorrow. Cllr Lewis undertook to confirm by
reference to the Land Register that the hedges on AVE21 past the manor are on 
Wiltshire Council land and should therefore be trimmed by the parish steward. The 
Chair reported that there had been complaints about the front hedge at Teacher’s 
Cottage overgrowing the High Street gully. The owners appear never to be resident 
and Cllr Lewis kindly offered to try to track them down through the land register.

13.Parish Steward Priority Sheet: although we had been promised an increase in the
hours per month from 4 to 8 w.e.f. the autumn, the parish steward’s schedule 
remained unchanged until end January. Highways asked us to list our needs and 
had undertaken to get them attended to. Members suggested sweeping leaves 
generally and especially on AVE21 and 22, grips and gulleys, the drain at the 
bottom of the High Street, and potholing pending resurfacing of AVE32. The Chair 
asked for other bids to be submitted as soon as possible.
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14.Emergency Plan: Cllr Lewis said that she would update members after Christmas.

15.Communications: The Chair apologised for missing the Upper Kennet News 
deadline and so there would be a double dose of APC headlines in the December 
edition. 

16.Correspondence: Following a complaint by a local resident, the Chair said that he 
had reported the Red Lion to Wiltshire Council’s enforcement team for seemingly 
exceeding the recent planning permission by fixing four loudspeakers to south and 
east facing walls and playing loud music through them for extended hours (ref ENF/
2022/00942). He had also notified Wiltshire Council about the defective street lamp 
on the gable wall adjacent to Manor Farm, the recently missing lamp on AVE32, and
the barriers and bollards outside the chapel left over from the summer solstice (refs.
00078849, 00078846, and 00078904). The Chair said that he had received a letter 
from a resident about recent falls on AVE21 between Hunter’s and Big Arch Bridge 
due to speeding cyclists startling her and suggesting signage at both ends of the 
section, which he undertook to raise with the National Trust in relation to the manor 
fence on which it would be possible to locate one of the signs. The Transport Group
will consider further at its meeting on 5 December.

17.Finance and admin:

a) Banking arrangements: it was agreed that this should be moved 
higher up the agenda for next meeting.

b) Accountancy software: deferred to the December meeting.
c) Half year internal audit: deferred to the December meeting.
d) Draft budget for 2023/24: it was agreed that, for the second year 

running, there should be no increase in the precept.
e) Donations to charities: deferred to the December meeting.
f) Review of policies: deferred to the December meeting.
g) Cheques for ratification or payment: £472.74 for the Clerk (on invoice 

for pay and expenses) and £197.90 to the Chair (on invoice for the 
chapel) – proposed Cllr Paradise, seconded Cllr Lewis. 

h) A donation of £81 had been made by the Chair in respect of receipts 
from the evening event in the chapel on 14 October.
 

18.Date of next meeting: Tuesday 6 December 2022 at 19h30 in the Social Centre.

Meeting closed: 21h21.
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Appendix 1 Update from the National Trust

Appendix 2 Update from Cllr Davies

Appendix 3 Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 18 October 2022

Appendix 4 Update on the Community Exhibition Space in the Chapel

Appendix 5 Report of a meeting of the WHS Avebury Steering Committee


