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Introduction
Avebury Parish encompasses the historic village of  Avebury and its associated settlement of  Avebury 
Trusloe, along with the nearby hamlets of  Beckhampton and West Kennett. This report describes the 
current traffic issues within the Parish, as identified by parishioners, and proposes a means to address 
them.

The purpose of  the report is to provide guidance for future investment and maintenance programmes 
in the Parish by Wiltshire Council as highways authority, and to other bodies that have important 
management roles in the Parish such as English Heritage and the National Trust. 

The Parish lies in the Avebury section of  the Stonehenge and Avebury UNESCO World Heritage Site 
(WHS). This report therefore aims to promote interventions that help to reduce the dominance of  
roads, traffic and related clutter, and enhance the attributes of  outstanding universal value and 
tranquillity in the WHS. The report calls for the introduction of  some specially designed, sensitive 
solutions to manage traffic issues that may not be commonplace elsewhere. 

Avebury is one of  a number of  parishes in the Marlborough area preparing traffic plans with support 
from the Marlborough Area Parish Forum. A common theme is to balance the requirement for traffic 
flow and safety with the qualities of  village streetscapes and country highways associated with rural 
settlements. This is especially relevant in the highly sensitive context of  Avebury and the surrounding 
World Heritage Site.

Many of  the issues and suggested solutions featured in this report will inform the update of  the World 
Heritage Site Management Plan. They will also help to inform a wider project commissioned by 
Wiltshire Council: the Avebury WHS Traffic Strategy. That exercise will gather more detailed evidence 
on traffic, parking and transport issues where necessary and will identify solutions, designs and 
materials that are appropriate within the World Heritage Site.

After considerable consultation with parishioners by a variety of  meetings and email exchanges, the key 
elements raised related to vehicle speed, pedestrian safety, congestion, parking and the quality of  life of  
local people. They also related to village / hamlet identity, reclamation of  the High Street for residents, 
better management of  large visitor numbers and improved levels of  visitor experience and safety. 

The solutions offered in this document rely less on traditional and excessive signage (which was 
recognised as being undesirable in the WHS) and more on changing the design of  the roads and 
pavements such that the appearance of  the local environment encourages better behaviour by road 
users. Such elements include reinforcing ‘gateways’, and natural demarcations, between the country 
road and the villages, and breaking down barriers between the traffic and the settlements. All such 
interventions will need to be carefully designed to protect and enhance the special character and 
attributes of  the WHS.

This report will be updated as circumstances change or more information is made available.

This draft of  the report will be discussed with Wiltshire Council, Aster Housing, the National Trust 
and others.
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Avebury Parish Description

Overview 
The landscape in and around 
Avebury Parish contains some of 
the most important surviving 
prehistoric archaeological 
monuments in the British Isles. 
Since its inscription on the World 
Heritage List, jointly with 
Stonehenge in 1986, the principal 
prehistoric sites within this 
landscape have been universally 
acknowledged as of  international 
cultural significance. 

The whole Parish is in the WHS 
and also in the North Wessex 
Downs Area of  Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, lying near the edge of  the Marlborough Downs. The villages of  Avebury and West 
Kennett are also Conservation Areas.

Beckhampton and West Kennett are situated by the A4 which is a major road through Wiltshire. The 
roundabout at Beckhampton links the A4 between Calne and Marlborough with the A361 to Devizes 
and the A4361 through Avebury to Swindon. A third road, the B4003, links the A4361 at Avebury with 
the A4 at West Kennett.

Avebury and the surrounding area attract 250,000 to 350,000 visitors per year, including a large element 
of  international tourists. These visitors vastly outnumber the 470 souls who live in 230 households in 
the Parish. Pagans also visit the site as a place of  contemporary celebration and gathering.

Avebury
Avebury village consists mainly of  a High 
Street with several shops, a post office, the 
Red Lion pub and about 30 houses. St 
James Church also stands in the High Street 
as does the Social Centre (Avebury’s 
community hall), and the privately run  day-
care provider The Circle Nursery. The 
A4361 runs north-south through the 
Neolithic Ring and the High Street is a cul 
de sac running westwards directly from it. 
Green Street runs eastwards from the 
A4361 and provides access for another 10 
houses and a dairy farm. 

The National Trust operates a number of  
visitor attractions in the village around ‘the 
Farmyard’ 200m to the north of  the High 
Street. These include the Keiller Museum, the Tithe Barn, a study centre, a shop, a cafe and Avebury 
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Manor. About 25 staff  work for the Trust in this part of  the village together with over 100 volunteers. 
The Trust also runs the main village car park for about 230 cars, with overflow parking for a further 90 
cars, 200m south of  the High Street.

Another 40 households live to the north of  the stone circle on the Swindon Road or at Rawlins Park. 
The only buildings to the south are the Avebury and District Club which stands just outside the stone 
circle on the A4361 at its junction with the B4003, and the Pavilion on the Sportsfield. 

Avebury Trusloe

Avebury Trusloe lies about 1km to the 
west of  Avebury and the Stone Circle, 
just north of  the A4361. About 75 
households live in groups of  dwellings at 
Beckhampton Road, Longfields, South 
Street, Frog Lane and Trusloe Cottages 
together with Manor Farm and further 
cottages at Chapel Corner. 

About 15 households live on Bray Street 
which leads back to Avebury via a 
footpath and is part of  the Sustrans 
National Cycle Network (Route 403). To 
the north-west is the guardianship 
monument of  Windmill Hill 
(guardianship giving a higher level of  
protection than that given to scheduled monuments).

Beckhampton
Beckhampton is a hamlet of  about 40 households to the south-west of  Avebury, the main feature of  
which is The Waggon & Horses pub. This lies on the A4, directly north of  the bulk of  the hamlet 
which is sited on a C road connecting the A4 with the A361. 

Some further houses are found on 
the A4, east and west of  the 
Beckhampton roundabout, which 
is large enough to be recognised as 
a very significant feature of  the 
hamlet. A large racing stables is 
situated to the west (A4) and north 
(A4361) of  the roundabout which 
employs a number of  the residents 
of  the hamlet, several of  whom 
live in the cottages between the 
public house and the stables to the 
west of  the A4361. Further out on 
the A4 towards the west are two 
further houses which are just 
within the boundaries of  the 
hamlet and are approximately 300 
metres from the roundabout.
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Silbury Hill is the tallest prehistoric human-made mound in Europe and is sited north of  the A4 
between Beckhampton and West Kennett. One household lives at Silbury Hill Cottage nearby, and a 
second guardianship monument, West Kennett Long Barrow, lies nearly 1km to the south.

West Kennet
West Kennett is a small hamlet of  13 
households situated a mile south-east of  
Avebury and two miles east of  Beckhampton. 
It is on a wide arc of  the A4 and lies near the 
eastern extremity of  Avebury Parish. Four of  
its households live to the south of  the A4 on 
Gunsite Road, at West Kennett Farm and at 
Sarsen Kennels. The National Trust also has 
an office of  up to 10 staff  at West Kennett 
Farm. On the north side of  the A4, access to 
most of  the houses is from a re-entrant lay-by, 
the lay-by being one of  the main features of  
the hamlet visible from the main road. 

West Kennett lies within a Conservation Area 
and also contains the important scheduled 
monument of  the Palisade Enclosures. 
Another, the Sanctuary, lies about 400m to the east on the A4 at its junction with the Ridgeway 
National Trail.

‘The Avenue’
‘The Avenue’ is a narrow lane (the B4003) which links the A4 at West Kennett with Avebury. It runs 
close beside the guardianship monument of  West Kennett Avenue, a line of  ancient stones which in 
Neolithic times linked the stone circle in Avebury and the Sanctuary. The Avenue runs across this 
important monument at at least two points.  

Parish Ownership and Management
Unlike Stonehenge, the monuments at Avebury do not stand in isolation. The village of  Avebury, with 
its Saxon origins, and the main A4361 road share the interior of  the Henge with the stone circle, 
making use of  the original entrances for the road pattern. Many of  the stones themselves were also 
broken up in times gone by for building material which can still be seen in many buildings in the Parish  
today. This close proximity gives Avebury a unique atmosphere, with the busy life of  the village going 
on in and around the monuments. However, this proximity brings with it the management 
responsibility of  balancing the needs of  the village, its visitors and the preservation of  the monuments 
and their setting.

While Silbury Hill is managed by English Heritage, the other main monuments in the Parish are 
managed by the National Trust which owns just under a third of  the WHS. As the key monuments are 
in guardianship, the Trust works in partnership with English Heritage to provide the best possible 
management for these monuments. The rest of  the WHS is in multiple ownership and is an intensely 
farmed landscape with a thriving local village at the core of  the area. Several other key organisations 
and agencies are involved in the management of  Avebury including Natural England and Wiltshire 
Council.
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Policy Context and Methodology
This report is driven by information collected by the Parish Council’s Transport Group, consisting of  
Councillors Bedford, Howell, Daniel and Williamson, and Ms Kate Fry. More importantly, it stems 
from the minutes taken from a Parish meeting in March 2012. That meeting focused solely on transport 
issues, and was attended by 43 parishioners, the largest single meeting of  Avebury Parish Council in 
recent history. The minutes of  this meeting are available on request. It was evident from this lively and 
well attended event that there are considerable concerns with the current state of  affairs, and that there 
is great interest in seeking solutions to three clear problems – of  road safety, parking and access. 

The report builds on a set of  principles, outlined at a seminar organised by the Marlborough Area 
Parish Forum and presented by traffic consultants Hamilton-Baillie Associates in February 2012, for 
addressing issues of  traffic speeds, access, parking and place-making summarised in the recent 
publication Traffic in Villages, published by Dorset AONB. Following the Parish meeting in March, 
eleven groups of  residents and traders have ‘walked and talked’ the High Street, Avebury Trusloe, the 
Avebury approach roads and West Kennett, and meetings have been held in Beckhampton. They have 
identified local problems and have pointed to possible solutions.

At national level, the Department for Transport invited comments on its draft circular 01/06 ‘Setting 
Local Speed Limits’. Avebury Parish Council responded in September 2012 by requesting that WHSs 
be cited as areas meriting especially sensitive, innovative and holistic measures that might not be 
appropriate in all National Parks and AONBs. These measures would include 40mph speed limits.

This report therefore aims to combine emerging good practice for managing traffic in villages with the 
detailed local knowledge, understanding and wishes of  residents, employers, employees and local 
organisations. The parallel traffic plans for other participating villages and parishes in the Marlborough 
area provide a comprehensive and consistent overview for the highway authority to help optimise 
limited resources.

Design principles
In addressing the delicate balance between highways and special places such as Avebury and the 
surrounding WHS, our proposals seek to influence driver behaviour and traffic speeds by emphasizing 
a close relationship between highway design and details, and the specific context of  each place and set 
of  circumstances. To this end we aim to avoid reliance on standardised signs and markings, barriers and 
conventional traffic calming measures. Instead the proposals intend to alert drivers to the unique 
surroundings of  the Parish of  Avebury, and to ensure that, as far as possible, the highway forms an 
integral part of  the settlements and the World Heritage Site. Legibility, low speeds and a reduction in 
highway intrusion underpin our approach. The design principles include:

• careful attention to the entry points into the site, and into each settlement, to contrast the low-
speed context of  the villages and archaeological sites with the remainder of  the highway,

• strong emphasis on place-making at key locations to maintain driver awareness and lower 
speeds,

• the use of  contextually appropriate surface materials, verge details, minimal intrusive road 
markings and reductions in apparent carriageway widths to emphasize pedestrian activity and 
likely crossing points throughout the Parish, and

• the use of  carefully selected and appropriate materials and elements to clarify the vehicular 
boundaries between the visitor and residential areas of  the Avebury village core.
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Given the constraints on resources, the plan concentrates on a limited number of  important focal 
points where improvements are necessary and where the combined efforts of  Wiltshire Council, the 
local community and other stakeholders could develop sensitive and effective ways to minimise the 
impact of  traffic and maintain the distinctive qualities of  place on which Avebury relies.
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Key Concerns and Proposed Solutions

Overview
1. The two overarching traffic issues in the Parish stem from:

• the need to reconcile the interests of  those driving on three busy roads, the A4, the 
A361 / A4361 and the B4003 with the interests of  local residents, businesses and 
visitors in all four settlements, and

• the need to manage large visitor numbers in the Parish, especially in Avebury. 

2. Overall, parishioners support the idea of  reducing speeds on the A and B roads through the 
Parish. Instead of  60mph limits, a maximum design speed of  40mph is proposed, either across 
the entire WHS or, if  that is not possible, around the individual focal points detailed in the 
sections below.

3. Owing to the internationally important nature of  the landscapes and monuments throughout 
the Parish, it is important that road signs, road treatments, or other alterations are carefully 
designed to be highly sympathetic to the surroundings and to suit the importance of  the World 
Heritage Site. This may require some exceptions and variations from conventional highway 
signing and measures. 

4. The great majority of  road signs in the Parish are erroneous, unnecessary or dilapidated and 
need to be updated, moved or removed. There is also a need for Wiltshire Highways to adopt a 
specific policy to minimise the use of  brown tourist signs to signpost monuments throughout 
the WHS, and to ban their use to advertise commercial enterprises. A schedule of  signs and 
recommended actions is included in appendix 1.

Focal Point 1 – The Red Lion, Avebury
At the top of  Avebury High Street 
the A4361 curves in a sharp Z-bend 
round and past The Red Lion pub. 
There are two bus stops, one on the 
north side of  the road and one on 
the south. There is also a pedestrian 
gate from the south-eastern 
quadrant of  the Henge to the 
roadside. A triangle of  land is 
formed by two exits from the High 
Street to the A4361.

The issues identified by residents at 
this point are:

1. the difficulties in crossing 
the road against the traffic, 
particularly between the 
north side of  the High 
Street and the southern bus 
stop and pedestrian gate to 
the Henge,
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2. the narrow width of  the tarmac pavement 
by the Red Lion car park, 

3. the lack of  road space for passengers 
getting on and off  the buses in both 
directions,

4. poor signage and road markings for traffic, 
which leads to tourist and delivery traffic 
heading into Avebury High Street rather 
than, respectively, to the National Trust car 
park or to the Trust’s Estate Office and the 
‘Farmyard’,

5. the difficulties caused by traffic for 
pedestrians, especially disabled people, 
when crossing between the Red Lion and 
the north-east quadrant, and between the south-west and south-east quadrants,

6. visitors parking on the grass triangle,

7. parked cars in lay-bys in Green Street 
impeding large farm vehicles and milk 
trucks, 

8. damage to verges in Green Street, and

9. the need for street lighting in Green 
Street.

Suggested solutions which will require very 
sensitive designs in this central part of  the 
Henge are:

• narrowing the perceived carriageway 
width outside the Red Lion, through 
surface treatment to give more space 
for pedestrians on the road and a 
wider pavement outside the Red Lion, 

• provide standing spaces for buses on both sides of  the road to improve safety,

• special surface treatments on the A4361 reflecting the form of  the Henge to form courtesy 
crossing points for pedestrians crossing from the Red Lion and between the quadrants,

• dropped kerbs for improved access, and set-back gates into the henge, so that people are not in 
the road while the gate is being opened/closed,

• stone setts to protect the grass triangle,

• installing low posts or stones to protect verges along Green Street,

• unobtrusive marking of  lay-bys in Green Street as ‘Passing Places’, and

• a street lamp in Green Street.
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Focal Point 2 – High Street, Avebury
The Avebury Community Shop, the Henge Shop and Avebury Post Office are located at the eastern 
end of  the High Street together with a small car park. The car park is not intended for use by general  
visitors, and is subject to a parking permit scheme operated by the National Trust. It is mainly used by 
people visiting residents in the High Street, those working in Avebury, local shoppers, drivers bringing 
children to The Circle Nursery and disabled visitors to the monument. 

Continuing west down the High Street, there is the boundary of  the south-western quadrant of  the 
monument, the Avebury Social Centre, the Circle Nursery – a private nursery for pre-school children – 
and St James’ Church, plus private 
homes. A footpath to the National 
Trust car park and another to the 
National Trust museum, shop and 
café (‘The Farmyard’) cross the 
High Street and are used by the 
great majority of  250,000 and 
350,000 visitors a year. The High 
Street is a cul-de-sac with very little 
turning space at the end.

Residents and businesses listed the 
main problems in the High Street 
as:

1. visitor parking on the High 
Street often causing 
congestion,

2. in busy periods, parked cars actually block the High Street for wider vehicles, including 
emergency vehicles,

3. drivers looking for either the main 
National Trust car park or Avebury 
Manor mistakenly driving down the 
High Street and making awkward 
turns near the end of  the street, 

4. pedestrians walking in the road 
without paying due attention to 
traffic particularly when coming out 
of  the various footpaths. Some 
foreign tourists are not aware of  the 
direction of  traffic and small 
children walking to The Circle 
Nursery can be inattentive, and

5. drivers dropping off  children at The 
Circle Nursery causing congestion 
around the Social Centre.

Proposed measures in response to these problems are:

• build out ‘pinch points’ to the two roads leading from the High Street on to the A4361 around 
the grass triangle, together with a road surfacing such as cobbles or setts, and measures to 
identify the High Street for non-visitor resident parking only. The pinch points might be 
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enlarged by increasing the size of  the grass triangle. Very sensitive designs will be needed in this 
central part of  the Henge,

• obtain Wiltshire Council agreement to introduce a ‘Permit Holders Only’ parking scheme in the 
High Street. This would include a sign in a very visible position, potentially combined with a 
dead-end sign, to show visitors that they should not be driving down the High Street to find 
parking, and signs to direct visitors to the main car park,

• create a clear transition and gateway by narrowing the carriageway near the village shop to deter 
drivers from continuing down the High Street as shown in the sketch below. This would also 
widen the pavement outside the Shop and Henge Shop and could incorporate a three or four 
metre deep band of  setts or cobbles across the road,

• create a permanent no-parking stretch along at least one side of  the High Street by the south-
western quadrant of  the monument. It would alleviate the issues caused by vehicles parking on 
both sides of  the road at this point and would have the benefit of  allowing clear views of  the 
monument. This could be achieved through carefully positioned stones or bollards, and the use 
of  setts or cobbles,

• some people think that a contrasting texture and finish to the street surface along the High 
Street west of  the small car park would discourage traffic from going down the High Street and 
would give a more pleasant public environment for pedestrians. Others believe that standard 
black tarmac would be preferable, mainly because utility companies are unlikely to be able to 
find the same materials when completing repair work in future years and will leave unattractive  
'channels' of  black tarmac in the road,

• use a pinch point/surface treatment to highlight the pedestrian crossing point where the 
footpaths to the main car park and The Farmyard cross the High Street, 

• change the postcode of  the National Trust's offices and farmyard so that delivery drivers and 
others using SatNav are not directed down the High Street, and

• introduce cheap, short term parking in the main National Trust car park so that short term 
visitors do not have to pay day rates.
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Focal Point 3 – Rawlins Park & Swindon Road, Avebury
Immediately north of  the Henge, the 30mph limit on the 
Swindon Road changes to the national speed limit. 
Around 10 households live on the Swindon Road, and 
there are another 30 homes at Rawlins Park which is to 
the east of  the road at this point. There are also two bus 
stops.

There is a footpath running from the western bus-stop to 
the village but there is no footpath on the eastern side to 
the village, and no pavements or footpaths going north 
after the new houses at Harrington Court (on the old site 
of  Bond’s garage).

The issues identified at this point are: 

1. the speed of  traffic both into and out of  the 
village, making it difficult for pedestrians to cross 
the road and for motorists to turn into and out of  
properties on the Swindon Road including 
Rawlins Park,

2. the volume of  traffic, particularly commuter 
traffic, that increases these difficulties,

3. the danger caused by vehicles overtaking on this 
stretch, and

4. the lack of  a footpath up to the properties to the north of  Rawlins Park creating dangers for 
those walking home from the bus-stops or the village, particularly on dark winter mornings and 
evenings.

Potential solutions identified by 
residents are:

• adopt a 40mph design 
speed for a buffer zone 
from the Parish 
boundary at East Farm,

• extend the 30mph speed 
limit about 200m north, 
so that the houses by the 
road at this point are 
included within the 
lower speed limit. This 
would be one of  
Avebury’s ‘gateway entry 
points’, see diagram 
below,

• provide a new ‘Avebury’ village sign which gives a greater sense of  place. This could be a unique 
design – related to the World Heritage Site – to mark the village boundaries. It could be 
repeated for all settlements in the Parish and could reduce clutter by incorporating 30mph signs 
and simple directions for the main car park,
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• visually narrow the carriageway through verge details and edge treatments to slow traffic,

• re-mark the road to prevent overtaking, ie using double central lines,

• introduce other special treatments at the bus stops, 

• indicate the Rawlins Park turning through road markings and possibly signs so that through 
traffic is made more aware of  the junction, 

• build a pavement north of  Harrington Court with sensitive screening, and

• close, partially close, or put a weight limit on the B4003 to reduce commuter and other traffic 
between points south of  East Kennett and Swindon, the M4, and the north (also see pages 21 
and 23).
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Focal Point 4 – National Trust Car Park
The main National Trust car park for Avebury is to the south of  the village off  the A4361 (known as 
the Beckhampton Road at this point). The entrance of  the car park is within the 30mph limit which 
starts around 100m to the west on this road. The car park has spaces for around 230 cars, plus 90 
overflow parking spaces. The Beckhampton Road has the Avebury Club at the eastern end, and in a 
westerly direction goes past the National Trust car park, and then past the turning for Avebury Trusloe 
before ending up at Beckhampton roundabout about 1km further on.

Villagers’ concerns on the car park and the road are:

1. the car park is poorly signed which means that 
visitors often miss the entrance and end up 
heading towards Avebury village centre or 
Beckhampton instead,

2. the entrance to the car park is relatively ‘hidden’. 
This can create dangers both for motorists 
entering and leaving it and for drivers of  through 
traffic who are unaware of  its presence,

3. the car park entrance slip road is not adequate and 
on busy days vehicles have had to queue on the 
Beckhampton Road to enter the car park causing 
hold ups for through traffic but more importantly 
becoming a safety issue on this road, 

4. there is no footpath from the Avebury Club to the 
car park and on to Trusloe.

Possible solutions are to:

• provide well designed, strategically located signs to help visitors find the car park,

• create an identifiable sense of  place at the entrance to the car park through the inclusion of  a 
roundel or other geometric form using special materials that provide effective signage yet 
minimise clutter,

• alter the design speed and speed limits on the Beckhampton Road at Avebury Trusloe to 
40mph between the Avebury Trusloe bus stops and the Avebury 30mph signs (see Focal Point 
5 below),

• narrow the carriageway along the Beckhampton Road by extending the verges, and use different 
applied surfaces to slow approaching traffic, 

• ensure the National Trust continues to manage incoming traffic within the car park to avoid 
back-ups on the Beckhampton Road, 

• ensure the National Trust gives high priority to publicising the actual position of  the car park in 
all its information material, 

• request the National Trust team to consider charging by the hour to reduce costs of  parking, 
and

• provide a footpath from the Avebury Club to the main car park, possibly along the southern 
edge of  the Sportsfield, and on to Trusloe.
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Focal Point 5 – Avebury Trusloe
The main vehicular access to Avebury Trusloe is from the Beckhampton Road (A4361), with a minor 
access via Nash Lane. 

West of  the entrance to Avebury Trusloe are the two bus stops for Trusloe; one each side of  the road. 
These bus stops are for public bus services, and also for school buses. 

At Avebury Trusloe the traffic problems raised 
by villagers are:

1. the A4361 past Trusloe has the 
national speed limit and the road to the 
west is straight so traffic often 
overtakes. This makes it difficult for 
people to cross the road to the 
southern bus stop safely,

2. There are two problems for cars 
turning out of  Trusloe on to the 
A4361 as there are short sightlines to 
the west, and from the east cars often 
overtake other vehicles,

3. the difficulty of  turning out at the 
bottom of  South Street due to poor 
sightlines and the speed of  
southbound traffic at this junction,

4. residents at 29 to 39 Trusloe Cottages 
are not served by a road,

5. many of  the residents in Trusloe 
Cottages require more parking and 
clear road space for emergency vehicles, 

6. verges eroding and 
deterioration of  the road 
surface has caused problems 
with large potholes filling 
with water and icing up in 
the winter outside numbers 
1-4 Trusloe Cottages, and

7. an increasing number of  
visitors are parking on Bray 
Street.

Specific suggestions to resolve these 
issues are:

• change the design speed on 
the A4361 to 40mph just 

west of  the bus stops up to the Avebury 30mph signs,

• narrow the apparent width of  the carriageway of  the A4361, preferably by extending existing 
verges but also possibly by using different coloured tarmacs,

Avebury Parish Traffic Plan : DRAFT 19 June 2013 16

Focal Point 5 - Avebury Trusloe

Point 3 – Cars often overtake other vehicles near the exit from 
Avebury Trusloe



• extend double white lines on the A4361 to prevent overtaking around the bus stops and the 
entrance to Trusloe,

• introduce a 30mph limit in Trusloe, 

• install a sign to deter visitors from parking in Trusloe and Bray Street, and, possibly, sign 
Trusloe as “Trusloe” and not “Avebury Trusloe” to reduce confusion among visitors,

• reduce width of  Bray Street in some places to deter casual parking, and

• arrange for the housing association that manages Trusloe Cottages to build a road to serve 29-
39 Trusloe Cottages, and provide more parking, perhaps in unused spaces such as the Nursery 
Site to the east of  the cottages, and on the verge outside 5 & 6 Trusloe Cottages.
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Focal Point 6 – Beckhampton
Beckhampton issues are dominated by the size of  the roundabout. Its geometry is over-scaled for its 
rural and WHS context and for the current volume of  traffic and desired design speeds on the A4 and 
A361. The key concerns relate to pedestrian safety at the crossing points near the roundabout and noise 
due to traffic speeds along the A4 and A361. There are four crossing points of  importance: from Nash 
Lane to the footpath to The Waggon & Horses (1), from The Waggon & Horses to the staircase which 
leads to the main street (2), between the two bus stops on the A361 Devizes Road (3), and where the 
Beckhampton Stables cross their racehorses on the A4 west of  the Beckhampton roundabout (4).

Very worryingly a young boy was severely injured in a traffic incident in 2011 at the crossing from Nash 
Lane to the public footpath leading to The Waggon & Horses. Particular issues identified by residents 
are:

1. the A4, the A4361 and the A361 are all at the national speed limit throughout the hamlet 
making crossing the roads difficult for pedestrians,

2. very poor sight lines at the bus stops on the A4361 and between Nash Lane and the footpath to 
The Waggon & Horses, ranging from 80 – 130 metres (the poor visibility of  the latter (crossing 
1) from the motorists viewpoint is indicated by the photographs on the following page), mean 
that pedestrians are faced with, at worst, a 3 second window of  safety within which to safely 
cross the road. Crossing 1 was the site of  the most recent and serious pedestrian injury

3. fast moving traffic makes crossing the A4 difficult for staff  exercising race horses at 
Beckhampton Stables. The crossing is especially dangerous in fog.

4. on the A-roads there is virtually no place-making in the hamlet. The Waggon & Horses, the 
stables, bus stops, crossing points and public footpaths are all largely concealed from view until 
the motorist is upon them, and as a result there is no feeling of  passing through a settlement.
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5. road signs are badly designed and placed, again contributing to the lack of  sense of  a 
settlement, and 

6. the large roundabout is thought to contribute to excessive noise and speed on the A-roads, 
particularly due to racing motor bikes which often use the roundabout for cornering practice.

Suggested solutions which could mitigate these issues are:

• reduce the design speed on the A-roads through Beckhampton to 30 or 40mph to improve 
pedestrian safety and reduce the noise impact of  traffic,

• the roundabout is over engineered for the desired speeds through the village. The apparent 
carriageway width should be reduced considerably to encourage slower speeds of  entry and 
exit. Planting or screening on the roundabout itself  to reduce visibility of  the road ahead would 
also reduce speeds as confidence of  the motorist that the road ahead was clear would diminish, 

• when finances permit, the roundabout should be reconstructed as a much smaller structure in 
line with a design speed of  40mph or lower,

• shorter lamp-posts would help to indicate a more residential area, and would also help reduce 
light pollution for residents, and more generally in the WHS,

• improve road safety for pedestrians and horses by indicating the 4 main crossing points marked 
on the schematic above through the use of  road treatments such as tarmac colouring or 
changing the road surface. If  well designed these should also help improve the sense of  place 
for Beckhampton and the wider WHS,

• redesign and re-site road signs and entry points, designed to reflect the World Heritage Site at 
all settlements in the Parish, to mark Beckhampton boundaries and to increase the sense of  
place. Suggested points of  entry markations are identified by the red circles on the diagram 
above,

• redesign or paint the bus stops to highlight their presence to motorists whilst at the same time 
being sympathetic to the WHS,

• insert double white lines on the A361 south of  the roundabout as far as 50 metres south of  the 
bus stops to prevent overtaking in this area to safeguard pedestrians and motorists alike, and

• long term it would be useful to have a footpath connecting the Waggon & Horses public house 
with the Silbury Hill car park as this would allow pedestrians a means to walk to Silbury Hill 
and the West Kennett Long Barrow without having to walk on the A4 itself. This should be 
screened by grass verges to maintain a rural character.
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Focal Point 7 – West Kennet
West Kennett has a bus stop for services towards Marlborough on the island separating the lay-by from 
the A4, and a further bus stop on the south side of  the A4 for services from Marlborough towards 
Calne and Devizes. 

Two houses are located down Gunsite Road and another house and the National Trust’s local office at 
West Kennett Farm are on the south side of  the A4 opposite the Avenue (B4003). Further houses 
border the north of  the A4 
carriageway. None of  these houses 
are connected by pedestrian 
walkways to the bus stops on the 
west- or east-bound carriageways 
resulting in pedestrians from this 
side of  the hamlet having to walk 
on the A4 to get to the bus stop 
and cross the road at the lay-by or 
between the lay-by and the Avenue 
where the sightlines are best. 
Vehicular access to West Kennett 
Farm is also difficult, particularly 
for National Trust staff  who come 
and go from their offices fairly 
frequently, and are often driving 
large, slow agricultural vehicles. 

From the bus stop on the west bound carriageway the pavement towards East Kennett is in a state of  
poor repair. There is no marked crossing point from this bus stop to the lay-by and given the wide arc 
of  the road and the fact that the speed limit is 60 mph this makes crossing safely difficult, particularly 
for the less able. The same is true for those crossing from the east bound bus stop to the houses on 
Gunsite Road. 

Residents of  West Kennett listed the main issues at this point as:

1. traffic speed and poor lines of  sight on the A4 coupled with no pavements force pedestrians 
onto the main A4 carriageway 
which makes crossing the 
road difficult and dangerous. 
In addition farm vehicles 
coming from West Kennett 
farm out onto the A4 or 
across to the Avenue face a 
crossing with poor sightlines,

2. the bus stops do not have 
shelters so they are not 
obvious to motorists and, as 
the houses and the National 
Trust’s office on the south 
side of  the A4 are hidden, 
drivers do not expect 
pedestrians or vehicles to be 
crossing the road here. The 
lack of  a dedicated lay-by for the bus stop means drivers often impatiently and dangerously 
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overtake the bus as passengers exit and cross the road,

3. the A4 is very wide at this point due to the middle lanes needed to aid traffic turning into the 
Avenue and into East Kennett further along. This means that motorists do not have any sense 
that they are passing through a settlement and therefore there is no reason for them to 
moderate their speed, and

4. motorists emerging from the Avenue and attempting to turn left or right on to the A4 often 
face restricted vision towards the west on the A4 due to vegetation and hedges along the north-
side of  the A4.

Suggested solutions are:

• significant narrowing of  the A4 throughout the hamlet to reduce the design speed of  the road 
to 40mph through West Kennett, from the Sanctuary to beyond Silbury Hill. This would not 
only slow traffic in West Kennett but would also make it safer for pedestrians to cross the A4 to 
the two scheduled monuments at the Sanctuary and Silbury Hill, 

• the two crossing points across the A4 in West Kennett should be indicated using coloured 
tarmac, road markings, road signs, or perhaps different road surfaces,

• the possible insertion of  a mini-roundabout on the A4 at the junction of  the Avenue (B4003) 
to allow for safer turning onto and off  the Avenue, 

• significant visual reduction of  the width of  the carriageway of  the A4 through the entrances to 
the hamlet. White lines, a road surface treatment, or even an actual width reduction of  the 
highway would limit driver confidence and hence speed of  vehicles. Road surface reclaimed by 
such deliberate extension of  grassy verges could be relaxed at the bus stops to create lay-bys, 
and at West Kennett Farm on the west bound carriageway to create a turning lane for improved 
safety when entering the establishment,

• a mirror could assist drivers from West Kennett Farm to see westbound traffic on the A4,

• closure or partial closure of  the B4003 (The Avenue) would reduce traffic volumes in West 
Kennett, especially commuter traffic driving between places south of  East Kennett and 
Swindon, the M4 and points north, 

• West Kennett should be marked as a settlement with the use of  well designed road signs. Some 
have suggested flower boxes, gates or similar features, and others have recommended that a 
unique design – related to the World Heritage Site – might be used for West Kennett, and other 
settlements in the Parish, to mark the settlement boundaries and to increase the sense of  place. 
Subject to road safety imperatives entrance markers such as sarsen stones may be more fitting 
for all hamlets and villages in Avebury Parish to maintain a feeling of  continuity, 

• construction of  pavements along both sides of  the A4 from Gunsite Road down to the lay-by 
and bus stops. At the very least, subject to road safety issues, width should be taken out of  the 
A4 on both sides and coloured and marked for pedestrian use to give some indication that 
pedestrians could be present in the road. A coloured crossing point between the two bus stops 
would identify a hazardous crossing point to motorists, and

• lengthen the central filter lane in the A4 to enable westbound drivers to decelerate more safely 
if  turning onto the B4003.
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Focal Point 8 – Scheduled Monuments: West Kennet Avenue, Silbury Hill, West 
Kennet Long Barrow and the Sanctuary
There is a need to protect the Neolithic and Bronze Age scheduled monuments and unscheduled sites 
and monuments in the WHS and also to improve their settings:

• as part of  a long term obligation to protect and enhance the attributes of  Outstanding 
Universal Value, and

• more immediately to improve visitor satisfaction and safety. 

Reducing the dominance of  traffic throughout the WHS is an important priority both within the Henge 
and along West Kennett Avenue, at Silbury Hill and at the Sanctuary.

West Kennett Avenue

There is considerable scope to revise the role and treatment of  ‘The Avenue’ (B4003). The road 
actually runs through the guardianship monument of  the Neolithic West Kennett Avenue in several 
places. It is used as a short-cut between Avebury and the A4 by local people and by through traffic, but 
it is not essential for highway purposes although access is required by some farmers. In Avebury, 
sightlines for north bound drivers on the A4361 wishing to turn right on to the B4003 by the Avebury 
Club are extremely poor. 

Downplaying the presence of  the B4003 could:

• reduce traffic through Avebury and West Kennett,

• reduce or remove dangers for traffic turning right off  the A4361 on to the B4003, and traffic 
turning out onto the A4 from the B4003,

• prevent further damage due to encroachment on to the monument through the erosion of  the 
verges by vehicles, 

• significantly increase a sense of  tranquillity for visitors walking along the monument, and

• allow easier access for visitors wishing to cross from the Henge to West Kennett Avenue and 
explore the wider WHS.
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Suggested solutions are:

• full closure – this is an option which would achieve the important benefits set out above. It is 
supported by some residents but not by some others,

• partial closure – and there are varying local views on this option, and

• if  the B4003 is retained as a two-way road the consensus appears to support any measures 
capable of  reducing its use for through traffic and heavy vehicles. Extending grass paving at the 
entry points and perhaps along its length may achieve such a change as may special surface and 
entry treatments, vehicle weight limits and the introduction of  a 40mph limit.

Silbury Hill and West Kennett Long Barrow

These two monuments stand in areas of  great landscape value and attract many visitors each year. A 
design speed of  40mph on this stretch of  the A4 coupled with 40mph speed limits and narrowing of  
apparent carriageway widths would enhance this part of  the WHS and improve visitor satisfaction and 
safety. Visitors could feel more confident to cross the A4 and explore the wider WHS.

The Sanctuary

The Ridgeway National Trail ends on the north side of  the A4 and the scheduled monument of  the 
Sanctuary lies immediately to the south. Crossing the brow of  the A4 at this point is currently very 
dangerous for walkers. A further narrowing of  the apparent width of  the carriageways at this point and 
the introduction of  a 40mph design speed linked to West Kennett would improve safety, and bring a 
greater sense of  tranquillity for this WHS monument.

Focal Point 9 – Intermitent events and observances, including summer Solstice
Avebury frequently attracts large, temporary groups of  people, especially to events and pagan 
observances. As a result, the profile of  traffic volumes, car parking and congestion can fluctuate 
considerably.

Charity events including long distance walks and marathons are largely held in the summer and many 
people attend pagan observances, especially at summer Solstice and to a lesser extent the two 
equinoxes.

Several hundred metres of  the Ridgeway 
National Trail by the A4 have in recent 
years accommodated significant numbers 
of  campers and campervans, particularly 
at summer solstice. Unmanaged, this 
informal camping results in a further 
deterioration of  the environment of  this 
stretch of  the Ridgeway. If  campers and 
campervans are displaced, they impact 
on traffic conditions and the amenity of  
other parts of  the World Heritage Site. 
This plan therefore urges the National 
Trust, Wiltshire Council, the Police and 
local parish councils to continue to seek 
improvements in the management of  
this issue.
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Conclusions
The traffic plan for Avebury and its various hamlets presents a special case for the village plans in the 
Marlborough Area. Particular sensitivity will be required when working up detailed proposals to address 
the various issues identified. Some variation in conventional highway measures and signing 
requirements will be necessary to respond to the very special conditions and sensitivities that apply to 
Avebury and the wider World Heritage Site.

This plan identifies the key concerns of  the local community and the proposed approach to the most 
critical aspects of  the various villages. It highlights both the views of  the majority of  engaged residents 
and businesses and the approach of  the Parish Council and its Traffic Group. It sets out measures 
intended to influence maintenance and improvements immediately, as well as setting out a vision for 
the longer term. It is also intended to inform and contribute to the development of  a more 
comprehensive Avebury World Heritage Site Traffic Strategy, one in which the qualities of  place are 
reconciled with the realities of  traffic flows and parking pressures.

Priorities
The top priorities of  this Traffic Plan are to:

1. ensure that pedestrians, riders, cyclists, motorcyclists, motorists and other footpath and road 
users enjoy improved conditions in the Parish, and to

2. enhance road safety, ensure efficient traffic flows and parking, fill gaps in current provision, 
reduce congestion and increase a sense of  tranquillity in the Parish.

Money
The Parish Council recognises the need for money to pay for improvements and wishes to explore joint 
funding schemes following the success of  recent partnership projects. It would help the Parish if  
estimates of  costs for each element of  the plan could be given by Wiltshire Council (and by Aster 
Housing and the National Trust for works on their land).

Wiltshire Highways
The Parish Council requests Wiltshire Highways to:

 1. adopt a design speed of  40mph throughout the Parish on roads currently subject to the national 
limit of  60mph.  This is especially important in settlements, near ancient monuments and at 
Beckhampton racing stables. The Parish Council would particularly favour the introduction of:

 a) pinch points and the narrowing of  apparent or actual road widths to reduce design 
speeds, and

 b) other measures to improve driver behaviour, such as removing existing white lines in 
some places, introducing new double white lines in some others and considering the use 
of  circulatory systems such as mini-roundabouts. 

 2. develop coordinated plans to reduce congestion in visitor hot-spots, for the benefit of  local 
people and visitors alike.

 3. draw up a local design for each of  the eight Focal Points listed in the Plan for improved road 
layouts, surface treatments and management arrangements.  These designs should be developed 
in liaison with the local community and incorporate the solutions recommended in this Plan for 
each Focal Point.  The designs should also be highly sympathetic to local surroundings and the 
importance of  the World Heritage site.  
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 4. draw up a plan for a simple, integrated scheme of  road signage throughout the Parish.  This 
would entail the removal of  most existing road signs (to reduce clutter and outdated signage) 
and the provision of  fewer but more effective signs, including:

 a) a unique design related to the World Heritage Site for signboards for each settlement
 b) signs that are as small as possible, to reduce unnecessary intrusion in the World Heritage 

Site
 c) some pictorial, rather than textual, signs for visitors whose first language is not English
 d) a ban on brown heritage/business signs in the World Heritage Site.

Aster Housing
The Parish Council requests Aster Housing to develop and implement a plan to:

1. provide a road for residents at 29-39 Trusloe Cottages
2. provide more car parking spaces for residents at Trusloe Cottages, Longfields and at 1-8 

Beckhampton Road.

The National Trust
The Parish Council requests the National Trust to:

1. review its signage as a part of  a holistic design scheme in conjunction with Wiltshire Highways 
and provide new signs where necessary

2. implement, or continue to implement, the Traffic Plan’s recommendations for car parking and 
traffic management. 

19 June 2013
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Appendix 1 – Signage in Avebury Parish 

Many signs look dilapidated and uncared for
Overall, signage is relatively ineffective in the Parish and does not affect driver behaviour enough. 
There is a need for a simple, integrated scheme to direct road users.  Many signs are also dilapidated or 
obsolete, and give the impression that Avebury is uncared for.  

English is not the first language of  many visitors and some signs could be pictorial rather than textual.

There is a need for a clear policy to minimise the use of  brown tourist signs in the WHS.  It is fortunate 
that there are relatively few at present, and the monuments are largely presented in their natural 
landscapes without unnecessary clutter.  This current practice should be translated into a specific policy 
to minimise the use and impact of  brown signs to signpost monuments in the WHS.  The policy should 
also ban brown signs for secondary purposes, such as advertising commercial enterprises like B&Bs, 
pubs and shops. 

The need for improved signs

• Signs for each settlement could be replaced, preferably with a single, unique design related to 
the World Heritage Site, and carefully relocated close to settlement boundaries. These would 
alert drivers and increase a sense of  place. They could also reduce clutter by incorporating other 
signs, such speed limits. Existing 30mph signs for Avebury, for instance, need renewal; they are 
faded, and one even leans at about 75° to the vertical. 

• The road-side sign opposite the main National Trust car park is completely hidden in the hedge 
on the south side of  the A4361.  As one of  the most important signs in the village, it should be 
prominent.

• Many ‘P’ signs look sub-standard. At least six of  them include blank panels that previously 
indicated free parking.  Some are poorly positioned.

• About nine signs include ‘i’ symbols.  Following the closure of  the Tourist Information Centre 
these are now redundant and need to be replaced. 

• Several signs are too large and over-scaled for a WHS.  Examples are the brown signs for the 
Old Forge B&B at East Kennett which are disproportionately prominent, and signs around 
Beckhampton roundabout which are not only large but also urban in character. If  a 40mph 
limit were introduced, these signs could be smaller. 

• At least one by-way sign (at the Sanctuary) is made of  metal, and leans at about 75° to the 
vertical. Wooden signs would be a more sensitive solution in the WHS.

Reducing cluter

• The 30mph repeater signs in Avebury could be removed, and reliance placed solely on painted 
30mph roundels on the road instead.

• The signs warning of  bends and double-bends in and near Avebury could be removed. The 
signs are in fact superfluous because the bends fall within the 30mph limit and do not need to 
be signed.  The hazards are also fairly obvious. 

• Speed camera signs throughout the Parish are now redundant and could be removed. Some are 
rusting and some lean at about 80° to the vertical.  
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• 30mph signs in Avebury incorporate deteriorating faux fences. They are not noticeable, being 
finished in natural timber, and are unlikely to be influencing driver behaviour significantly. If  
they are not effective, they need to be removed to reduce clutter.

• Several brown heritage signs convey little useful information, and have deteriorated.  They 
could be removed. The same is true of  the River Kennet sign at Pan Bridge on the A4 which is 
a shambles and serves little purpose.  

• In several places, metal posts survive but the signs they carried have disappeared.

Signs in Avebury High Street and Green Street

• The two 'No through road' signs at the head of  the High Street on the A4361 and on the grass 
triangle do not deter enough tourists from parking and need rethinking as part of  a larger 
design scheme.

• The 'No Tourists Parking' (sic) sign is not effective and has become dilapidated. The text is 
peculiar and it is in the wrong position to deter many drivers from driving down the High Street 
or parking in it. Also, local people from, say, Marlborough, don't see themselves as being 
tourists.

• Outside Silbury House in Green Street, some people think the text on the blue 'No tourist 
parking Please use car park' sign is clear and should be repeated in the High Street. Others think 
it should be replaced by 'No entry: Access only' or 'No entry except access to the Ridgeway'. 
Whatever the text, some people think the sign is overly prominent and a more subtle design 
would be more sensitive in the centre of  the Monument.

• The street sign for Green Street has gone and needs to be replaced.

• The chevrons on the right-angle bends in the Henge may be effective, but they relate badly to 
the Scheduled Monument behind them.

19 June 2013
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