
Excavation on the West Kennet Avenue occupation site, 2015 
 

Introduction 

We wish to return to the West Kennet Avenue Neolithic occupation site in summer 2015 to complete a programme 

of excavation that has been running since 2013.  We are currently c.£2.5k short of the funding target with no 

remaining sources of money available.  Without full funding, the work cannot proceed. 

 

The site was first encountered and partially explored by Alexander Keiller in 1934. It comprises an area of Neolithic 

settlement pre-dating the megalithic Avenue. Despite its importance, the site had not been subject to any further 

investigation until the current programme of work by the ‘Between the Monuments Project’.  In 2012 we undertook 

geophysical survey of the site, and in 2013 and 2014 excavated areas outside the zone investigated by Keiller, 

yielding important results. Project work of this kind not only addresses academic issues related to the region’s 

archaeology, but also promotes local tourism and economy; and so its support can be seen to facilitate wider public 

benefit (see http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funded-Research/Browse-Case-Studies/Pages/Avebury-and-the-Longstones-

Project.aspx for the economic impact of our earlier work in the area). 

 

Why is the site important? 

In contrast to the record of funerary and ceremonial monuments, well preserved Neolithic and Early Bronze Age 

(c.3800-1500BC) settlements are exceptionally rare in southern Britain, and especially so on the chalklands of 

Wessex.  Furthermore, because of their visibility and obvious appeal, monuments have attracted considerably more 

archaeological attention than have contemporary settlement sites, resulting in a real imbalance in our understanding 

of life during the period – it seems as though we know more about the dead and religious beliefs of these 

communities than we do of their daily life!  In the context of the Avebury landscape, the ‘Between the Monuments 

Project’ aims to redress this imbalance.  The site at West Kennet is of critical significance because of excellent 

preservation of settlement traces which have not been affected by later ploughing or erosion.  We have been able to 

trace patterns of activity (e.g. the working, use and discard of stone tools) across parts of the site, and may even 

have the remains of elusive Neolithic domestic structures. 

 

Plans for 2015 

We would like to complete the planned programme of excavation by finishing work in two areas (see plan): Trench 1, 

at the northern end of the site; and Trench 4 (not yet started) close to an area of Keiller’s excavation that was 

exceptionally rich in finds.  The work would be undertaken over a three-week period during the summer of 2015.  As 

with previous seasons, the excavation will be directed by Dr Joshua Pollard (University of Southampton), Dr Mark 

Gillings (University of Leicester) and Dr Nick Snashall (the National Trust), the team also comprising students from 

the Universities of Leicester and Southampton, and suitably experienced local volunteers. 

 

Projected costs and funding requirements 

Funding to date has come from the British Academy/Leverhulme (£10k to Pollard & Gillings) and Society of 

Antiquaries (£5k to Pollard & Gillings), but these sources are exhausted for this particular piece of fieldwork.  We 

may be able to obtain money from the Prehistoric Society, but only in the order of c.£300-400.  It is likely that we will 

receive c.£4,000 from fieldwork funds of the Universities of Southampton and Leicester, allocated for the training of 

students.  This will cover basic on-site costs (hire of fencing, portacabins, etc.), fuel and accommodation costs for the 

team.  The National Trust will provide support in-kind through the provision of on-site facilities and volunteers.  In 

addition, there is a considerable contribution from the Universities and NT in terms of ‘hidden’ staff costs (in the 

order of c.£18k per season).  However, further funding is still needed for the necessary post-excavation analyses that 

are a condition of the Scheduled Monument Consent which allows work to take place.  The following sums are 

required: 

 

Soil chemistry and micromorphology    £800 

Radiocarbon dates (x 3)       £1125 

Charcoal and plant macrofossil analyses    £500 

Total        £2425 

 

The analysis of lithics, ceramics and animal bone would be undertaken in-house. 

 

 

 



 
 

West Kennet Avenue occupation site: (left) geophysical survey results from 2012; and (right) location of trenches.  

Trenches 3 was completed in 2013, and Trenches 2 and 5 in 2014. 

 

 

 
 

The site under excavation in 2014. 

Dr Joshua Pollard 
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